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I trust that all of you are geared up for a new year.  The years seem to fly by anymore.  I can remember when I was much, much younger telling my mother that a particular day or week just seemed to drag by.  She quickly pointed out that will change and I will be saying how quickly they fly by.  Oh, the power of  wisdom…how right she was.  
2006 has come and gone, and for most of us we were relatively hurricane free.  Many Blessing in that regard no matter if you are a Risk Manager, Insurance carrier or Adjuster.  2006 was relatively quite on the Chapter front, save Flo Boles activity preparing for the 2007 State Conference.  Following are a few recaps of 2006…I  did attend the National Conference and several documents and training aids from that conference were distributed to the members in the June 2006 Chapter meeting.  Once again the Chapter member holding the office of Vice-President left the Chapter; as a consequence it was agreed by me and the Chapter membership for me to remain as President for 2007.  The Chapter meeting venue in 2006 was moved to Dubsdread Golf Course in Orlando and that will continue to be our venue in 2007.  Maybe after our Chapter business meetings, a few of us can play a round of golf.  Lastly, our Chapter was well respected at the 2006 State Conference in Boca Raton and many ideas as to hosting the 2007 Conference were gleaned from that conference.
At this time, I am proud to introduce the Central Florida Chapter of PRIMA officers for 2007.  
Secretary Treasurer…Tera Townsend, Sumter County BOCC
Vive-President…….. Beth Jordan, Indian County BOCC
President……………Fred Fosson, City of Sanford
Director-At-Large…..Flo Boles, Hernando County BOCC 
I appreciate very much Beth, Flo and Tera volunteering their time and efforts to lead the Chapter in 2007. I would like to congratulate each of them for being selected by their peers for this endeavor.  Be sure to contact any of these folks at anytime should you have questions relative to the Chapter or Risk Management.
2007 will indeed be a challenging and exciting year for our Chapter, primarily as the Chapter will be hosting the State Conference in October at Disney World.  This will be a fantastic conference as it will be held entirely on Disney World property.  This is  a great time to plan that family vacation as Disney has been gracious enough to extend the conference room rates for a few days before and after the conference.  Please plan to attend.  Flo Boles and her staff have put in many hours up to this point as she chairs the Conference Committee. But she still needs help.  Please contact her and offer your time, and if a private vendor there may also still be sponsorship openings for breakfasts, breaks, lunches, etc.  Flo will give us a brief update at the March 9, 2007 Chapter Meeting.
Moving on to more 2007 items….subsequent to the 2006 Roundtable held in December the attendees came up with a myriad of  subjects to be discussed in Chapter Meetings and Risk Management 101 classes.  Some of those subjects include Public Record vs. Work Product, Fire Presumption on Hepatitis, Contracts and Certificates of Insurance, Safety Incentives, GASB 45, compilation and understanding loss runs, just to name a few.  The December Roundtable is very informative as it offers the members an opportunity to extend their thoughts about subjects for discussion in meetings and trainings. 
Below are some important dates for you to remember:

Chapter Meetings

Risk Management 101 Training   
State Conference

Dubsdread


Sanford



Disney World
March 9, 2007


April 13, 2007



October 14-18, 2007

June 15, 2007


May   2007



September 14, 2007

July   2007




August   2007




November   2007




December   2007
We are very excited about the RM101 sessions that are helpful in assisting new and long-time Risk Managers alike.  All of us can remember our first day as a Risk Manager and the many questions we had.   All members are encouraged to attend.  These are great opportunities to learn, network and share ideas, and are designed for those folks that conduct public risk management tasks, regardless of your position or title.
Also, the National PRIMA Conference will be held in Boston this year.  If you plan to attend let us know.  You may be able to have a fellow Chapter member roommate that can help share the cost of the room.  There are still Small Entity Scholarships available for up to $1,000.  For more information let us know and we can direct you or provide you with an application for the conference and the Small Entity Scholarship.
As to Chapter meetings, please be sure that when you RSVP that you do attend.  Not only for the invaluable networking and discussions, but there is a cost to the Chapter to hold the meetings.  You may or may not know that when you RSVP, the Chapter must commit to the establishment at which the meeting is held that you will attend and provide space and lunch accordingly.  When you don’t attend, not only are you sorely missed, but the Chapter must absorb the cost.  On the other side of this, if you do not RSVP, but attend the Chapter meeting (and we are glad that you are there), then the Chapter must advise the establishment at the time of the meeting to prepare for more than initially accounted for. 

In order help bring the RSVPs and actual attendee numbers closer together and reduce exposure to the Chapter, the Chapter is introducing the following beginning with the March 9, 2007 meeting:
· If a member RSVP's, and does not cancel by a predetermined date/time, then the member will be billed for the normal attendee charge.  The Chapter normally has to commit to a RSVP number a few days prior to the meeting.

· If a member does not RSVP, but decides to attend, there will be a slight surcharge.

Tera will be sending each of you the annual membership application.  Dues are the same as last year and the dues will include all folks in your entity.  Please be sure to encourage as many folks as you can to join.  This is your association to use to enhance your skills, knowledge and experience.  So many times I have seen emails from one Risk Manager asking questions, advice, policies, procedures, etc. of  the other members, and it really great to see the many answers that are sent  back.  This is the value of belonging to this Chapter. We have a strong Chapter that does an excellent job of networking with each other.  Keep it up as the Chapter is only as strong as each of its links.
Sincerely, 

Fred W. Fosson, President, Central Florida Chapter of PRIMA 

